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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE               

MERRILL FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN BRINGS PEACE OF MIND TO 

MERRILL COMMUNITY

SAFEASSURED™ ID’S OFFERED AT NO CHARGE

Merrill, WI – May 9th, 2005-   Merrill Federal Savings and Loan (Merrill Federal S & L), the Merrill Noon Optimists and SafeAssured™ Identification Solutions are partnering to bring Merrill families the most complete youth identification solution available.   Merrill Federal Savings & Loan has made available a SafeAssured ID kit (retail value $19.99) for every youth in Merrill.  Enrollment events are scheduled to begin in May and will be held throughout the Merrill community.  
The SafeAssured Solution provides families with an added sense of security and peace of mind. The mini-CD captures physical characteristics and video footage that can be provided to law enforcement within moments of disappearance.  Families receive a mini-CD that contains: streaming video, digital voiceprint, a digital photograph, a full set of digitally scanned fingerprints, and general physical information.  Since there is no database, the parent or guardian holds all the information.  Private and sensitive data are encrypted, with accessed only provided to law enforcement.  Lastly, families receive a durable, full-color photo ID card, and a guidebook, written in conjunction with NCMEC, containing helpful safety tips.
When a youth is reported missing, minutes matter. According to Ernie Allen, president and CEO of the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC), “Time is the enemy when it comes to recovering a missing child.  A critical element to the first few hours of an investigation is for law enforcement to have a good quality, current photograph of the missing child.” He further stated, “NCMEC urges parents and guardians to maintain easily accessible, good-quality photographs of their children. SafeAssured helps them accomplish this.” 

According to Cynthia DiCamelli, President of Wisconsin PTA, "SafeAssured provides parents with the power to react immediately if their child goes missing. Beyond contacting Law Enforcement and the Media with direct input to their systems, parents can generate posters from their own PC. 

-More-

Add1

SafeAssured Travels to Merrill

Additionally, SafeAssured gives parents a reason to engage their children in serious conversation about their safety and reinforce the importance of good decision making."

Committed to the youth of Lincoln County, Merrill Federal S & L is proud to work with the Merrill Noon Optimists in making SafeAssured IDs available to the community and encourages all parents and guardians to enroll their family. Please watch for upcoming enrollment events at the local schools and Merrill Federal S & L.  If interested in volunteering to enroll the youth of Merrill please contact, Ramona Pampuch at 715.536.1072.  For detailed product information log onto www.safeassured-id.com.

About SafeAssured™
SafeAssured youth identification solution is the most comprehensive and effective solution available. It is designed to complement efforts in cases of qualified and non-qualified AMBER Alert recovery situations, and/or other State and National programs. This unprecedented approach to youth identification provides media and law enforcement with immediate, holistic, and ready to broadcast information unique to the missing youth. In addition to a digital photo and personal profile, SafeAssured's differentiating captured elements include: digital fingerprints, voice sample, and streaming video showing movement and gait. The information is stored on a Mini-CD ROM that is secured with a locked electronic code. www.safeassured-id.com

About the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children
NCMEC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization working in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Serving as the national clearinghouse for information and a resource center for child protection, NCMEC has worked with law enforcement on 100,000 missing child cases, resulting in the recovery of 85,000 children. NCMEC's CyberTipline has handled more than 274,000 leads of child sexual exploitation. For more information, please visit www.missingkids.com or call 1.800.THE.LOST.
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